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scaffold he seemed to expect a rescue, and there is little doubt
that many plots were circulating in Paris during the previous
night, with the intention of rescuing the king even at the last
moment. But there was no effort made, and Louis found it
necessary to mount the scaffold, from which he attempted to
say a few words to the people. The drums were at once
beaten, and while they rolled, Sanson the executioner seized
upon the king, and at twenty minutes past ten Louis XVL
was offered up as a sacrifice to the Revolution.

No death throughout the Revolution is so pathetic as that
of Louis. He had earnestly longed from the moment he came
to the throne to benefit his people. He had willingly con-
sented to be deprived of many of the powers which he had
inherited from his ancestors, but every concession which he
made lost its effect in the eyes of the people by the ineptitude
of his confidential advisers and ministers. Every concession
seemed to the people to have been forced from the king against
his will, and instead of getting credit for what he had done, he
was hated because he had not done it before. Particularly
was this so in the spring of 1789. A wiser king than Louis,
with a wiser minister than Necker, would at once have made
great concessions to the popular wishes at a period when both
would have received the fame of having done so, and would
thus have secured the co-operation of the people in the future.
If the political weakness of his ministers prevented him from
ever getting credit for his sincere devotion to the cause of
reform, still more did the conduct of the queen prevent his
being recognized as a really patriotic king On many an
occasion, when he was willing and desirous to act in harmony
with the popular leaders, she prevented him, and Marie
Antoinette again and again showed her fatal power of prevent-
ing the king from acting according to his better judgment.
Personally upright, and desirous of being politically honest,
loathing bloodshed and fearing civil war, Louis XVI. had
every quality to make him a good constitutional king. His
indolence made him the servant of his ministers' wishes, and
if Louis had been on the throne of England he would have